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methods. The menace of further aggression was manifest from
the arrogance that the Westerner had adopted. Even the
missionaries had demanded, and had obtained, a special
privileged position for their Chinese converts.
It was then that the Imperial Dragon turned but the Dragon
was little more than a distracted worm—harmful, cruel but
undisciplined and effete. The " Boxers," recruited for the
salvation of the country, proved to be little more than irrespon-
sible bandits. Between them and the international forces that
eventually occupied the Capital, Peking suffered a doubly cruel
fate. The city was looted, and looted with every kind of barbarity
and excess, by both sides. A crushing indemnity was enforced—
which is now happily being largely employed for the furtherance
of Chinese education—and Imperial China sank into her death
agony. The curtain fell. When it rose again the stage disclosed
a new scene. The Dowager Empress, the last outstanding figure
of the Manchu line, was dead. The Emperor was dethroned.
The dynasty had ceased to reign. The mysteries and the secrets
of the ** Forbidden City " were disclosed. The pageant was over.
It had lasted 4,000 years.
Shaken by disintegration, oppressed by debts, dismembered,-
China had declared herself a Republic and made one last effort to
obtain her liberty and her rights. She demanded the return of the
spoils and the annulment of the unilateral treaties. With an
expression of goodwill the Governments of the Foreign Powers
recognized the justice of much of her claim, and, inviting her to
set in order the house that they had done so much to dismantle,
they acceded. All that they asked for, and justly, was a period
of gradual transition.
There can be few people who do not look upon China's great
effort of reconstruction with interest and goodwill, but there are
many who underestimate the magnitude of the task that lies
before her, for the gulf between the Old and the New is so wide
and so deep that its passage is beset with innumerable difficulties
and many dangers. It is not only the outward and visible admin-
istration that has to be created but also the inward and spiritual
character. The vast population of the most extensive country
in the world—those four hundred and fifty millions of people
whose every action and every thought has in the past been
limited by self-imposed and undisputed convention—is being
invited to abandon the traditions of forty centuries and to adopt
the civilizations of those Western countries whose inhabitants

